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Central Committee Opens Tenth Annual Session 


(New Haven, Conn.) — The annual meeting of the 90-member Central Committee of 

the World Council of Churches got underway on July 30 at Yale University Divinity 
School, New Haven, Conn., and heard reports from the council's general secretary, 
Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, and the 12-member Executive Committee. 


The Executive Committee, which had held its sessions on July 28-30 at Sea- 
bury House, Greenwich, Conn., reviewed the year's activities of the council and 
pointed out future events that would involve the WCC. 


Looking back over the two recent big international crises, Suez and Hungary, 
the committee went on record supporting the action of the General Secretariat 
during the Hungarian crisis, stating that "in no way had the General Secretariat 
departed from the publicly stated principles of World Council policy", The Exe- 
cutive Committee, the report said, "continues to follow the situation in Hungary 
and will use every opportunity which offers itself to intervene in favour of 
church, people who are in special danger". 


The one encouraging aspect of the Hungarian crisis, the committee said, was 
the "readiness of churches - large and small, rich and poor, in almost every part 
of the world - to help in solving the tremendous problem created by the exodus 
of the refugees and to give support to the churches in Hungary", 


The Executive Committee also noted the "worsening of the relations between 
Church and State in Hast Germany and was shocked to learn of the completely un- 
founded attacks which are being made on one of our presidents, Bishop Otto 
Dibelius, and desires to express its admiration for his stand for the freedom 
of the Church", 


Regarding the situation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, the 
Executive Committee reported that it felt that "this is a case in which a member 
church should receive the strongest possible moral backing from the council", Sir 
Kenneth Grubb and Dr. O. Frederick Nolde of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, and Dr. Visser 't Hooft, visited the patriarch in the 
spring. 3 


Moving to the question of relations with-non=-member churches, the Executive - 
group reminded the Central Committee that non-member churches are often represent- 
ed at courses and conferences at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, 
and that the WCC work among refugees often touches large numbers of people from 
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non-member churches. "The purpose of this service offered to all churches is now 
in the first place to increase our membership, but to manifest true ecumenicity." 


The postponed conversations between the WCC and the Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox Church may be held after the summer, the Executive reported. 
When Dr, Visser 't Hooft transmitted the whitsun message of the WCC presidents to 
the Orthodox Church of Russia he stated that the WCC remained ready to hold the 
meeting at a convenient date. In answer, the Patriarchate recently wrote to say that 
it hopes that after the summer it will be possible to fix a date for the meeting. 
Originally the conversations had been scheduled for last January, but were post~ 
poned at the request of the iloscow Patriarchate. 


The next meeting of the Executive Committee will be in February, 1958, in 
William Temple College, Rugby, England, The committee provisionally accepted an 
invitation to hold its February, 1959, meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


General Secretary Reports 


"7% is now exactly 20 years ago that definite shape was given to the plan 
to form a World Council of Churches. In July, 1937, the so-called Committee of 
Thirty-five met at Westfield College in England and worked out the first concrete 
blueprint for the council," Dr. Visser 't Hooft told the committee in his annual 
report. 


However, he continued, "to remind ourselves of these beginnings is not merely 
to glance backward, but to realise that the men and women of 1937 had grasped a 
deep truth about the ecumenical movement, It is the truth that there is no true 
unity without renewal, that the unity which we seek in the World Council is unity 
which manifests the wholeness and integrity of the Church." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft pointed out that there are many activities of the council 
which seem to have little direct relation to the main purpose for which it exists 
- the furthering of the unity of the Church. "From the point of view of Faith and 
Order it can be asked whether the concern for unity has now become only one 
among a large number of concerns of the wCC," 


Insisting that it is important for this question to be studied carefully, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft added that "we may and must hope that, as the churches help 
each other to become more truly and more purely the Church of Christ, they will 
inevitably also be led to take definite steps toward the full manifestation of 
its unity", 

Looking back to the Suez and Hungarian crises, Dr. Visser 't Hooft outlined 
the main concern of the wWCC when it deals with an international situation, citing 
three points: Does the crisis involve fundamental issues of international rela- 
tions on which the JCC member churches have spoken and Of which they should be 
reminded? How can we best help, spiritually and materially, the members of our 
fellowship involved in the crisis? What should be done to ensure that this crisis 
dces not weaken the fellowship between Christians? 


"Hach crisis offers a specific opportunity for an expression of true Chris- 
tian solidarity. Thus the Hungarian tragedy has become an occasion for a more ; 
widespread expression of concern and solidarity through sacrificial giving than 
we have yet had at any time in the history of the inter-church aid work of our 
council," Dr, Visser 't Hooft told the committee. 


The general secretary reviewed the action of the Hast Asia Conference of 
Churches in Prapat, Indonesia, last March (see EPS No, 12), calling it one of the 
most important new developments of the year. It was, he said, the first attempt 
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to arrive at a regional organisation of the member churches of the WCC and the 
member churches of the International Missionary Council in a wide geographical 
area. "This solution of the problem of regional relationships may well become a 
precedent which will have a bearing on developments in other parts of the world." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft reminded the committee that "we have now reached a 
crucial period in the developing relationships between the WCC and the IMC", 
because an ecumenical movement must be concerned with the total life of the 
Church in all its aspects, 


Pressure for the proposed integration of the two bodies is coming "from the 
heart of the ecumenical movement itself," he said, "We owe it to the younger 
churches which join the council to provide for them an ecumenical milieu in which 
the missionary calling pervades the whole atmosphere. lle owe it to the older 
churches to maintain in our whole life the pressure of that greatest of all 


callings," 


If the plan of integration is adcpted, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, "we will 
in fact accept a responsibility for supporting the churches in their missionary 
task such as we have already accepted for other aspects of their total task," 


Proposals for integration will come before the IMC Assembly in December in 
Ghana for discussion. Final action on integration of the two organisations cannot 
come until the CC's Third Assembly in 1960. H.P.Se, Geneva 


Ceylon As Site of Next Assembly Discussed 


Problems involved in the probable choice of Kandy, Ceylon, as the site of 
the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches were discussed at the July 
31 session of the Central Committee as the churchmen from around the world re- 
ceived reports on plans prepared for 1960, 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, told the Central Committee 
that invitations to hold the assembly have come from the churches of Ceylon and 
the Ceylon national university, and there are indications that the government 
and the citizens of Ceylon will warmly wélcome the assembly. The suggested date 
is Christmas, 1960. However, Dr. Visser 't Hooft told the group that there is an 
alternative invitation to hold the big meeting in Berlin, Germany. 


In answer to questions he acknowledged that present tensions between the 
Tamil and Cingalese-speaking populations of Ceylon might mount, but did not 
think this was an argument for not proceeding with arrangements if the site is 
confirmed at the Committee's present meeting. 


He added that there were signs of "warm hospitality" from the Ceylonese 
people even when the fact was taken into account that Kandy was a great centre 
of Buddhism and the site of the renowned "Temple of the Tooth", 


In a review of subjects that should be borne in mind as the Committee dis- 
cussed the coming assembly's theme, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said it must take account 
of "a developing Asian consciousness since the Bandung Conference of Asian and 
African nations'.He picked out Asian nationalism in league with a trend to mix 
world religions together into an amalgam as one of the forces to be reckoned with 
by the unique claims of the Christian missionary forces. "But", warned the WCC 
leader, "we must avoid giving the impression that there 1s any western cultural 
imperialism involved in our coming to Ceylon." 
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Turning to other problems of preparing for the assembly in the member churches, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft referred to a widespread impression that the ecumenical move- 
ment is "esoteric" and outside the normal range of church life. 


"We still deal with vast numbers of congregations that have not yet begun to 
understand what we mean when we speak of the Church in the ecumenical movement," 
he said. He asked for an sssembly theme that would be "prepared in our churches 
and go back again into the life of our churches". 


The general secretary warned, however, that "we must not give the impression 
that we give so much emphasis to the Church that we forget about the world" .We 
need not do that, he said, "if we place the emphasis on the mission of the Church 
to the world and in the world." 


In the first discussion on the theme for the coming assembly, various sugges-— 
tLons were put forth. Professor K.E. Skydsgaard of Copenhagen, Denmark, asked for 
reconciliation as the Assembly's theme because the world was asking the churches 
challenging questions on the subject. Dr. Kathleen Bliss, an Anglican from the ~- 
United Kingdom, suggested world-wide preparation on a regional scale so that con= 
cerns could come to the surface from congregations in different churches and 
countries. "Then let the theme emerge", she said. Dr. Henry P. van Dusen, president 
of Union Theological Seminary, New York City, proposed "Christ the Lord of the 
World" as the theme, while Bishop Hanns lilje of Hannover, Germany, asked for "a 
period of creative imagination when we try to free ourselves from our own tradi- 
tions and theological subleties and say something new, audacious, radical". 

H.eP.o., Geneva 


Central Committee Theme Presented 


At sessions at the same day, the main theme of the 1957 meeting of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, "The Calling of the Church 
to Witness and to Service'!, was presented by Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof, principal 
of the Netherlands Reformed Theological Seminary at Dreibergen, Netherlands, 
and the Rev. Russell Chandran, principal of the United Theological College, Ban- 
galore, India, 


The special service of the Church is to be "a help of the helpless" and 
should not rival the social work of governments or humanitarian agencies, accord- 
ing to Dr. Berkhof, 


Stressing the close connection between the witness of the Church and the 
service of the Church, he pointed out that both are equally necessary. Not all 
humanitarian and philanthropic activity is suited to express the Church's wit- 
ness which must always point to God's saving and restoring work. 


This means that when the helpless are recognised as such by govermments they 
cease to be helpless, he said. When governments begin to pay proper attention to 
those who have been aided by the Church, Dr. Berkhof said, the Church should re- 
tire from the work, for when a type of service can be done as well or even better 
by other agencies, the Church's service "has lost its significance as a symbol 
of God's restoration". 


Such withdrawal has not always been readily accepted by churches. The Church, 
said Dr. Berkhof, is "threatened by the same danger" as the state and philan- 
thropic agencies; the danger of formality and ideology. Thus the Church can go on 
serving "her poor" even though they are no longer the real poor because of en- 

_trenched interests. 
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"\ihen God invented the witnessing service, the devil invented bureaucracy," 
he said, 


There are other areas where poverty is so intense that the Church is tempted 
to stress service and leave out preaching, This attitude, "however noble", is also 
a mistake, Although the Church cannot give its witness when people feel that "we 


only want something of them, still the Church must "tell them about the reality 


of the Kingdom", 


This is particularly true in areas of rapid social change, according to Dr, 
Berkhof, "Without the Gospel itself, Dr. Berkhof declared, "its western deri- 
vatives will do more evil than good! and throw these people into a "spiritual 
vacuum, because they are no lonzer-underdeveloped but in a rapid social change 
towards ~ if God does not prevent ~- a horrible and empty brave new world". 


The present nature of the opposition to the Christian faith in non-Chris- 
tian lands makes it "most urgent" that the Christian Church should effectively 
express both the witnessing and the service aspects of its ministry, according 
to the Rev. J. Russell Chandran. 


Principal Chandran cited two main types of opposition to Christianity which 
are now widespread. The first type, illustrated by the Hindu resurgence in India, 
seeks to limit Christians to humanitarian services and bar propagation of the 
faith. The second kind of opposition, found in Communist countries, limits the 
Church to purely religious activities and denies "the freedom to work out the 
social and political implications of the Christian faith", 


To meet these threats to the complete ministry of the Church, the World 
Council of Churches must both "put before the member churches their evangelistic 
mission and continue its programme of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 
Evangelism is of particular importance today not only because of attacks from 
other religions but also because the churches face the danger of their faith 
"being dampened or diluted! by the constant impact of non-Christian beliefs. 


Another aspect of the Church's unity is that of the churches belonging to- 
gether in their mission. This raises questions, according to Mr. Chandran, con= 
cerning the relationships between the so-called "older" and "younger" churches, 
This relationship is now determined to some extent by missionary societies which 
helped to build up the younger churches, 


Opposed to this is the growth of national consciousness on the-part of Chris-= 
tians in the younger churches. In a healthy development toward self-support, care 
must be taken to maintain the unity of witness and service and the common respon- 
sibility for the Church's task, This is one area in which the World Council of 
Churches can be of service in correlating resources from various parts of the 
world, 


The Church will always have inadequate resources, Principal Chandran con- 
cluded, and must face the problem of dividing the loaves and fishes among the 
multitude, "Only in our common commitment to proclaim Him to all nations shall 
we have the power to help the suffering people of the world." HePeS., Geneva 


CCIA Statement on Atomic Tests Commended to Churches 


During sessions on August 1 of the WCC's Central Committee, the Executive 
Committee of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs presented 
a statement on atomic tests and disarmaments, declaring that there is "a risk 
for peace which Christians in countries projecting tests of nuclear weapons are 
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justified in advocating, in the hope of breaking through the barriers of dis- 
trust". The statement says Christians can "urge their governments to forego 
tests for a trial period, in the hope that others will do the same, a new con- 
fidence will be born, and foundations laid for reliable agreements", 


The statement from CCIA was commended to the member churches of the World 
Council by the Central Committee, Later, the committee issued a statement of 
its own concerning the moral issues of atomic and hydrogen bomb testing and 
warfare, (The full text of the second statement was not available at press time. 
It will be included in next weok's issue of WPS.) 


The OCIA document begins noting: " he peoples of the world are moved, indeed 
deeply alarmed, by current tests of nuclear weapons" and says the churchnen com= 
posing the CCIA "share this world-wide concern, It speaks of the "hazards to 
health from nuclear experiments", declaring that "all people are affected in some~ 
degree by radioactive fallout! and that "more important is the effect upon genera- 
tLons yet unborn", 


After admitting that "the degree of damage may thus be comparatively small", 
the declaration says "uncertainty itself gives rise to genuine anxiety", 


There is world-wide popular concern about atomic warfare, the statement 
asserted. "Vast areas could be depopulated by the powers of destruction now 
available and the dangers of fallout multiplied a thousandfold!, and the-CCIA 
executive describes the "main concern as "the prevention of atomic war - and 
war itself", 


Describing these problems as "baffling and complex", the statement goes 
on to snow how stockpiling of atomic weapons heightens the danger thet they will 
be used, while many people believe at the same time that "our present insecure 
peace eee mainly upon the possession of atomic deterrents on both sides of a 
divided world and upon the suicidal character of atomic war", 


The CCIA statement outlined a five-point strategy and emphasised that the 
points are "interrelated and interdependent", They advocate, first, stopping 
tests by international agreement; second, halting production of nuclear weapons 
under controls; third, developing reduction of national armaments, nuclear and- 
conventional "with provision for necessary safeguards"; fourth, accelerated co- 
operation, with proper safeguards, of development of atomic power for peaceful 
purposes; fifth, "effective mechanisms for peaceful settlement of international 
disputes and for peaceful change", 


Although each of thse objectives is "important in itself, the document 
describes them as "more important in combination", Taking each factor in turn, - 
it says atomic tests can be stopped only if compliance with an agreement is in- 
ternationally edified and related to international disarmament, that atomic 
production for military purposes needs to be stopped as a "more fundamental! 
measure, that partial disarmament must be a step towards comprehensive dis- 
armament and against a background of safeguarding health hazards as atomic 
energy is switched to peaceful uses. 


During the changeover, the statement urges, international security pro- 


cedures for negotiation and conciliation must be strengthened and "if all these 
efforts fail", the nations "must strive to deal with conflicts without resource 


to atomic weapons", 


The CCIA Executive charts the next moves and asks: "Is it safe to advance 
towards one or more objectives without the others?" It is admitted that "any 
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decision involves risk, but no decision may be even more dangerous", Before advocat- 
ing their "risk for peace", the framers of the statement reject the possibility 
of easy solutions, but affirm that while "it is not for man to identify his cause 
with the fullness of God's purpose!, Christians,"who share with all men in the 
guilt of the world, have nevertheless a hope which transcends the failures and 
successes of history and a faith which overcomes fear, They close by indicating 
the justification for advocating the suspension of nuclear tests. 


bePeSe, Geneva 


Administrative Committee Reports on Response to Middle Hast, 
Hungarian Emergencies 
In its report to the Central Committee, the Administrative Committee of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees drew attention to the 
response of the churches to the Hungarian and Middle East emergencies. 


A total of $771,340 was contributed by June 30 in response to an appeal at 
the time of the uprising crisis in Hungary. The committee praised the "magnitude 
of the response from the non-American churches" and noted that donations came 
from churches in 27 nations, 12 of them in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


Besides this special fund, the Administrative Committee has prepared supple- 
mentary service programmes that amount to $292,000, and projects for church re- 
lief in Hungary and Poland amounting to $347,335. So far, gifts totalling more 
than $250,000 have been received in response to an appeal for these supplementary 
programmes, 


To date, the committee reported, $100,000 has been sent into Hungary for 
grants to-1,600 church workers, motor transport, aid to retired church workers 
and repairs to institutions. Thirty thousand dollars have been spent for 60 
tons of paper to be shipped to Hungary to print 200,000 hymnbooks, and $14,000 
has gone toward the WCC share of 60 tons of paper to print 100,00 Bibles. In 
addition, 30 tons of raw cotton are being supplied and the iC has agreed to 
pay for its processing inside Hungary. 


More than $23,000 has been sent into Poland. The money has been designated 
for grants to 223 church workers, for aid to the Ecumenical Council, for the 
purchase of paper for church publications, and for the use of the lutheran Re- 
formed, United Evangelical, Methodist, Baptist, liariavite and National Catholic 
churches for the repair of their church and institutional buildings. 


The committee pointed out that it is conscious of the "many failures and im- 
perfections in the division's work in this emergency, but it cannot but humbly 
and gratefully record that the churches were among the first on the scene, that 
they have not only shared in moving 28,000 refugees, but have been privileged 
to sustain pastoral and welfare services among the refugees in the camps, that 
in spite of the strain put upon it the ecumenical fellowship has held firm and 
that as other agencies withdraw from the scene and the spotlights of publicity 
turn elsewhere, the churches remain, assuming even more responsibility for the 
unfinished task", 


Looking at the unfinished task of the Service to Refugees, the committee 
pointed out that 40,000 of the 180,000 Hungarians who fled into Austria still 
remain to be resettled or cared for in some other way, About 9,000 Hungarians 
remain in Yogoslavia. The prospects are that between 500,00 and 600,000 refugees 
will enter Western Germany from the Hast Zone this year, while another 125,000 
ethnic Germans from East European countries will probably be repatriated to 
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Western Germany. Refugees continue to cross the Austrian border from Yugoslavia, 
and Greek economic refugees are leaving Egypt. These refugees, the committee said, 
have to be added to the Arab refugees and to the "old" refugees who were in camps 
in Germany and Austria before the Iliddle East and Hungarian crises. The wCC is 
committed to help 156,000 of these refugees, and for the majority the only hope 
is integration in the communities where they are or provision for care in 
hospitals and homes. 


The committee reviewed the first three years of the Surplus Commodities 
Programme, and reported that in 1954, the first year, more than 21 million pounds 
of food, valued at more than five million dollars, wre shipped. By 1956 the 
figures had risen to more than 186 million pounds, valved at $27 million, and 
during. the first six months of this year, 218 million pounds, valued at nearly 
19 million, were shipped. EePede, Geneva 


World Church Leaders Speak at Public Meetings 


Two public meetings were held during the week in New Haven, one an ecumenical 
worship service on Sunday, August 4, and the other a "Report from the World 
Council of Churches", on Thursday, August 1. 


Reporting at the August 1 meeting were Dr. Leslie E, Cooke, director of the 
CC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
of Germany, a WCC president, and Mrs. Rena Karefa~Smart of Sierra Leone, West 
Africa. 


Bishop Dibelius, whose Perlin-brandenburg area includes many churches in 
Rastern Gemnany, told his hearers that "there is one kind of strife that shall 
continue to be fought. It is the battle for the minds of men. In this battle a 
great task is assigned to the Church of Christ. The Church is called to take 
action and make provision for that liberty in which man can rise to participate 
in God's thinking and design." 


Man must be free to express in all walks of life his partnership with Jesus. 
Christ, Dishop Dibelius said, pointing out that history is full of examples of 
the power of the state "violently counteracting the outreach of the Christian 
gospel", 


"Tt is, however, of the essence of our personal partnership in following 
Christ that the churches of the Protestant inheritance shall be ready to say to 
totalitarian rulers anywhere on this earth: ile are willing to obey in outward 
matters. But wherever man's conscience is involved, there we shall uphold our 
supreme commitment enshrined in the words of the apostle: One must obey God 
rather than men. 


"Through her partnership in Christian obedience, the true apostolic Church 
has emerged as the basic denial of any totalitarian system, There is a considerable 
number, and now I may say, a rising number of men and women in the Hastern hemi- 
sphere, who know how to evaluate the rewarding necessity of obeying God rather 
than men," 


Because of this, Dishop Dibelius continued, the church has liberated the 
whole realm of conscience, separating it from the domain of state authority. 


"The battle which we may fight and shall fight with all our might is the 
battle for the glorious liberty which God has granted to his children," 
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Mrs. Karefa~Smart, an American whose husband is a West African medical 
doctor and government official, addressed the crowd in Yale's Woolsey Hall on 
'Africa Asks Questions of the iJest!', She reminded the audience that "the West 
has made bold and far-reaching claims in Africa, and the Africans have been 
putting these claims to the test. In the times that are just ahead, when Africa 


will be faced more and more with claims from all parts of the world, the West 


must see its own relationship to Africa in full clarity. The lest needs Africa 
- she needs its natural resources, its labour supply, its strategic points. 
Africa is increasingly in contact with all parts of the world - not only with 
the West. There she is, poised in a mood of deliberation, weighing consequences, 
searching for workable solutions, needing to find her way... Out of this time 
of deep need and awakening awareness of her internal physical resources and 
potentialities she raises questions to which the West must give attention," 


There are three ways that the World Council of Churches "is a means in the 
hands of God for the renewal of the Church", Dr. Cooke said, Through the WCC, 
he continued, a community of men and women have shared this ecumenical experience 
and caught a glimpse of this vision and a deep longing for the unity of the 
Church has been arrested in them, At the same time, he said, the CC is always 
challenging its member churches to see that the 'field is the world’, 


And finally, he pointed out, through the JCC "God is renewing the life of 
the churches as He calls them to self-forgetfulness in the ministry to human 
need", 


On Sunday, August 4, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Reverend 
Geoffrey Fisher, was the preacher at a public worship service. E.P.5., Geneva 


United Bible Society Meets in Brazil 


The United Bible Societies, at its fourth World Council meeting on July 17 
to 23 in Rio de Janeiro, went on record favouring the sale of Bibles instead of: 
free distribution. The council adopted a report of its Committee on Mass Distri- 
bution which said that sale rather than free distribution is "the soundest 
method of using Bibles and Scriptures for evangelistic purposes". 


The report strongly questioned the wisdom of wholesale distribution of 
Bibles on a give-away basis, pointing out that "free literature is largely 
suspect as propaganda, but in the process of sale, the seller is generally re- 
quired to bear witness to the value of the book and so create interest in its 
contents", 


The committee's report was based on a study of mass distribution by Dr. 
Arthur Ml. Chirgwin of Geneva, Switzerland, former UBS research secretary. His 
report will be circulated to UBS member societies, the orld Council of Churches 
and the International liissionary Council. 


Turning to its relationships with Christian groups in Hungary and China, 
the UBS World Council voted to welcome as a member the Hungarian Bible Council 
if it renews its bid for affiliation made prior to the revolt in Hungary last - 
October, The UBS sent a message of greetings to the China Bible House in Shang~ 
hai, expressing hope for a "renewal of our association together. The delegates 
took this action after the council heard a report from Canon Herbert M, Arrow- 
smith, general secretary of the Commonwealth Council of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in Australia. He visited China last November with a group of 
other Anglican clergymen. He reported that in the last eight years 171,278 Bibles 
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had been distributed on the mainland of China. In addition, 170,493 New Testa~ 
ments and 3,200,000 portions of the Bible were distributed. 


Bibles are being distributed and read in increasing numbers in Japan, accord- 
ing to the Rev. Tsunetaro Miyakoda, general secretary of the Japan Bible Society, 
who reported at the UBS meeting. 


Mr, Miyakoda said "older traditions are still strong and I am not optimistic 


that Japan will be christianised in the near future. But I can say with assurance 


that amid changing circumstances, the Bible is being read by the Japanese people 
and is changing their minds". He added that the publication of the Kogotai, or 
colloquial, version of the Bible in 1955 gave "a great impetus to Bible-reading 
in Japan".The Kogotai Bible is the first translation of the Scriptures into” 
every-day Japanese. 


Throughout the world last year the 23 member societies of the UBS distributed 


about 25,400,000 Bibles, New Testaments and Bible portions, but the UBS estimates 


that a 20 per cent income increase in income is necessary to meet current demands. 
listed as reasorsfor the rising demand for Bibles were the 25 million yearly 
growth in world population, the rapid growth of new churches, the 29 million 
adults who learn to read each year, and "the very success of the work of Bible 
societies! 


The council accepted a report on the first year's result of a three-year 
study by the Rev. Edwin Robertson, UBS research secretary, into the place and 
use of the Bible in religious work today. One of the conclusions: "No church has 


abandoned the Bible in worship services rather the trend is to make the services 


“more biblical," He also reported that churchmen working in the industrial field 


appear to have found the Bible essential for achieving permanent results, and 
the church trend is toward smaller units of Bible study and worship groups. 


The Rb. Rev. Frederick Donald Coggan of England, the Bishop of Bradford, 
was elected president of the United Bible Societies. He succeeds Imtheran Bishop 


Hivind Berggrav of Norway, who has headed the UBS since its founding in 1946, 


Elected vice-presidents were Archbishop Howard W.K. llowll of Sydney, Primate of 


the Church of England in Australias; the Rev. Alfonso Rodriquez Ridalgo of Cuba; 
-and Sir Samuel Runganadhan of India. Mr. Premanand Mahanty of India becomes 


chairman of the council,and Dr. William C. Somerville of Scotland is chairman 
of the Standing Committee. The UBS represents 23 national Bible societies operat~ 


ing in more than 100 countries, 


4 


Prior to the meeting of the UBS World Council, representatives of the evan- 


-gelical churches in Brazil and Bible Society secretaries from other Latin American 


countries met in Sao Paulo to map plans for stepping up the work of the UBS in 


Latin America. Oliver Béguin, general secretary of the UBS, said that prospects 


for the growth of the evangelical movement in Latin America and the economic 


development of that region have brightened the outlook for expanded activities 


by the UBS, About 725,000 copies of Bibles, Testaments and Scripture portions 
have been distributed in Brazil. Distribution is limited only by a shortage of 


Bibles, the representation said. B.P.S., Geneva 
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NEW ZEALAND Four Denominations Favour Union 


Members of four denominations have voted in favour of merging, provided they 
can agree on a plan of union, The vote, which was on principle only, was taken 
by the Presbyterian Church, with 76,000 members, the Methodist Church, 28,679 


members, Congregational Churches, 2,070, and Associated Churches of Christ, 3916. 


During the next few months, assemblies of the four denominations will con~ 
sider what action to take toward drawing up a detailed basis of union, which 
must later be approved in a referendum by members of each gTOUD. 


Union discussions between Methodists and Presbyterians have been going on in 


New Zealand since 1930. In 1948 a vote was taken on a detailed plan for a union, and was 


approved by 60% of those voting but this majority was not considered sufficient 
for ratification, HePeSe, Geneva 


in Brief 


The August 10 issue of Presbyterian Life, official journal of the Presby- 
terian Church USA, will go to more than a million subscribers. As far as is 
known, Presbyterian Life is the first religious journal in the world to have 
more than a million regular subscribers. 


This year's Whitsun message from the presidents of the World Council of 
Churches (see EPS No.17) was used more widely in local congregations than ever 


before, according to the council's Executive Committee. 
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The Czechoslovak Church, the largest non-Roman body in the country, is buy- - 
ing war-damaged synagogues from Jewish communities and converting them into Chris- 


_tian churches. According to Dr. liloslav Kanak, professor at the John Huss Theo- 


logical Seminary in Prague, three former synagogues were dedicated for Christian 
worship last year and two more will be dedicated this summer, 
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A vast programme within the framework of the United Nations to help refugees 
in Hong Kong has been called for by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, the president of the 


American Iutheran World Aid, who says that the voluntary agencies are not able to 
deal with the unbelievable destitution in Hong Kong. 
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The foundation stone has been laid for the "Protestant Churches! Pavilion!" 


at the 1958 World Exhibition in Brussels. At the ceremony, M. Thonger, the presi- 
“dent of the Belgian Churches, emphasised the need to proclaim the Christian 
“message in the very places where there was a danger of glorifying man and progress. 


Orthodox refugees from Hast Huropean countries who are now living throughow 


‘North Germany held an "Orthodox Ii rchentag" recently in Schleswig. ‘ 


HeP.Se, Geneva 
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